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Abstract:

What were the circumstances that led to the formation of the workers union at
Birzeit University? What were the main issues tackled by the union? Will
studying the union’s history be a re-reading of the university's history?

On July 14, 1980, the second branch of the "Union of Teachers and University
and Private Institutes Employees™ was established at Birzeit University,
following the establishment of its first branch at An-Najah National University
in Nablus in the same year. The establishment of the branch marked the first
official union that brought together administrators, workers, academics, and
employees in one union at Birzeit University. This establishment, however, was
not separate from the developments taking place in the education sector
unions and the overall labour movement in occupied Palestine. From that day
and until 2021, the union held twenty-three union cycles. The union cycle was
one year long until 2006, and after that year, it became a two-year cycle.

This thesis examines the history of the union at Birzeit University through
highlighting the voices of key union actors, digging deep into union archives,
and by focusing on understanding the issues that led to labour disputes and the
use of strikes as a tool to achieve union demands.

This thesis consists of seven chapters: Chapter I|: Research introduction,
questions, and literature review, which served as a theoretical framework for
the main questions: What is the university in the structure of colonial
capitalism? What is the union in the university? What is the union in Palestine?
How do we interpret the history of Birzeit University? Chapter Il: Highlights
from the history of the Palestinian labour movement 1920-1967. Chapter Ill:
The establishment of the university and the Palestinian union under
colonization 1967-1994. Chapter IV: The union’'s history from 1995 to 2021.
Chapter V: An examination of health insurance at Birzeit University. Chapter VI:
The establishment and operation of the Union's Nursery for University
Teachers and Employees. Chapter VII: Critique, and conclusion.
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HOHEL VR

f The Foreigners's Affairs Commi-
ttee will hold an open meeting
for all foreign—-passport
holders and anyone else interes-
ted on May 19, Thursday, at 11:00
a.m in Room 31, 01ld Campus. The
tentative committee program will
be discussed and new suggestions
will be most welcome.
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